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A very warm welcome to the players, officials and supporters of
Risborough Rangers FC. Welcome to Arbour Park, | hope you enjoy our
facilities.

The club has reached a milestone this week with the youth section
reaching 200 registered players. If we carry on with the same level of
expansion it won’t be long before we will be the area’s second largest
youth setup, behind Ascot United. A big thanks and congratulations go out
to Lars and all the management committee for their hard work.

To cope with the expansion and to allow for the anticipated growth we
have agreed to rent some pitches from Egham Cricket Club and we have
also formed a link with TASIS in Thorpe; this will give us an additional 6
pitches, making a total of 13 including those at the Timbers.

Please make sure you read all about and get behind the charity event
being put together by the club for the 30th November’s game against
Berks County, there is an article further on in the programme.

THE CHRIR

Up the Waters!!
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Virginia Water Football Club was formed during the 1919-1920 season, and celebrated its centenary in 2020.
During the reign of King Edward VIll, Waters gained financial support (Royal Patronage) from the Crown, in the
sum of £2 per annum. This continued throughout the reign of King George VI, who actually ‘gifted’ VWFC their
current ground. Until 1964 Waters were part of the Woking & District League, at which time they joined the Surrey
Intermediate League, moving on to the Spartan League soon after.

In 1969 the clubhouse at the Timbers was erected and opened by Sir Stanley Rouse, CBE, who was then President
of FIFA. The Timbers was given this name after the late Harry Timbers, one of the founder members of our Club.
In 1970 Waters gained promotion from the Spartan League to the Combined Counties League, and steady
progress saw them gain entry into the FA Vase. The 1980’s were a disappointing period in our history, that saw
successive relegations to the Surrey South Eastern Combination Intermediate League. The 1990/91 season proved
a turning point, with Waters winning the Surrey Intermediate Cup, beating Colney Hall 3-0 in the final. This was
followed with promotion to the Surrey Premier League and Combined Counties League, but we were only allowed
to stay there for one season due to league ground grading rulings.

Despite that relegation, Waters won three Surrey County Premier Cups in 1995, 1996 and 1997, the latter being
part of a historic League and League Cup Treble! With league name changes the norm, in 2000 the Surrey Premier
League became the Surrey Senior League, where Waters stayed until 2002, before joining the Surrey Intermediate
League (Western), for three seasons before another relegation and immediate promotion. In 2010 Waters won
promotion to the Surrey Elite League. Despite winning the County and League Cups, further promotion proved
elusive.

Ceri Jones was appointed manager in 2015-16, finishing fourth in his first season in charge. The following season
he appointed Richard Banks as Head Coach, and Waters duly won back-to-back promotions to the Hellenic
League Division One, then Premier (competing at Step 5 for the first time in the club’s history) - including a cup
double in 2016-17. After a period of consolidation in the Hellenic Premier Division, there was to be another FA
National League System adjustment, that saw Waters moved across to the Combined Counties Premier League
(North).

At the end of the 2021-22 season, after 7 successful years as manager, Ceri became Director of Football, and
appointed Adam Bessent as his successor along with Jake Bessent as Assistant Manager. The 2022/23 seasocn
saw us reach the Senior County Cup final, finishing second to Met Police in the final, and also our highest ever
league position - a respectable 7th place. The Bessent’s sadly resigned their positions early in to the 2023/24
season. An internal promotion saw Adam Sams take over the reins as the new First Team manager, ably assisted
by Ben Warren as first team coach, and successfully lead the club to another 7" place League finish and reach
the Combined Counties Premier League Cup Final where we were narrowly beaten by Burnham FC 2-1 to be
Runner’'s Up. The club still aims for continued success, both on and off the pitch, in the future and the move,
under a new Ground Share arrangement, to the great facilities at Slough Town is seen as a step forward for the
2024/25 Season.

Waters also have a youth section at the club (VMWFC Youth), which the club proudly aspires to, and uses as a
direct pathway to adult football. The Youth Section continues to flourish; it now stands at 19 teams and growing
rapidly, especially our girls program, in partnership with the FA Wildcats scheme, which will see 4 Girls Teams
(U9, U10, U1l and U13) play under the Waters Banner in the 2024/25 season.




Matt Jones Goalkeeper
Product of the QPR academy and an
ever present in goal over the past 9
seasons. Consistently impresses

Finn Evered Defender
Towering centre back, returning to the club
after a 2-year hiatus. Commanding and
calm, a big presence at the back

Ryan Blake Defender
Stalwart of the Waters defence, with
football league pedigree at Brentford.
Loyal and committed individual

Sean McGuinness Defender
Summer signing from 23/24

| Champions Flackwell Heath, Sean
brings a experience of Step 4 football
to the side

Sam Blakebrough Midfielder
Signed from Chalfont St Peter having
previously played for Wealdstone.
Technical player who likes to get on the
ball and impressed when playing against
us last season

James Goodey Midfielder
An energetic midfielder and a 2022
signing after impressing in pre-sedson.
Previous step 5 experience with Ascot

Jack SImmons Midfielder
Back at Waters after spending two
seasons playing college football in the
USA. All-rounding midfielder

Saaim Rafi Midfielder
Returned to Waters after his spell at
Loughborough University. Will add some
control and quality in the centre of the
park

Tommy Whitby Forward
Elusive winger, returned to Virginia
Water after a short spell with Fleet Town

Freddie Solly Defender
A young full back signed from Slough
7 Town's Elite Development Squad.
Brings youth and enthusiasm to the

.LL side

Chris Ellis Defender

Top signing for the club from close
rivals Ascot United. Has a long throw
in his armoury, the envy of many

Ash Hitchinson Defender

In his second season with VW.
Accomplished at Centre Back, full back or
central midfield. Big team player

Harrison Marquez Defender
Another signing from the Slough Town
Academy. Comfortable on the ball at
centre back or left back

% Jack Mills Midfielder
Signed from Spelthorne Sports in 2022. A
| quality, experienced midfielder whose
. previous clubs include Hayes & Yeading and
! .., Bedfont Sports

Josh Andrew Midfielder
Recently signed from the emerging Slough

Town Academy. Versatile on the wing or at
Left back

Cal Hamilton Midfielder
Great signing for the Waters, having
returned to the area after graduation from
Loughborough University. Energetic and
quality midfielder

Billy Blake Midfielder

Younger brother of Ryan, joined us a

couple of seasons ago from Ashford

U18 Allied Counties. Terrific energy in
midfield

Mark Bitmead Forward

| Experienced and proven goal scorer at
" various levels of football. An excellent
signing for the club from Bedfont
Sports
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TODARAY'S OPPONENTS

Risborough Rangers Football Club started in 1970 as a team of 12-year olds who wanted to play
competitive football. The main motivators were Life Presidents Tony Elsey and Derek Wallace. Derek
was instrumental in forming the Wycombe Star League that now provides football for hundreds of
youngsters in the Wycombe area, and Risborough Rangers currently have teams at all ages ranging from
the Under 10 to Under 16 playing in this league.

In the 1975/76 season, the previous years Under 16's went into the Wycombe & District League as a
men's team, and in their second season in adult football won the 3rd Division. Unfortunately, the team
then folded, after which the club provided only boy's football until the Under 16's of 1979/80, having
won the United-Carr Cup, went into the Reading Youth League for two seasons, and then the Wycombe
B District League. They won promotion in successive seasons and were followed two years later by the following years Under
16's as a reserve team, who emulated the feats of their predecessor, ending up in the Ercol Senior League and the FA Walters
Premier League consecutively. At around this time, Rangers moved to 'Windsors', their current ground. 'Windsors' had been the
home of the now defunct Princes Risborough Town FC who were one of the founder members of the Hellenic league in 1953.
Within several years, club members had manaeged to improve the ground substantially by building the clubhouse.

In 19895 Risborough accepted an invitation to join the South Midlands League Division 1. In the first two seasons the club found
the level difficult and finished second from the bottom and therefore had to apply for re-election. The 1991/92 season saw a
great improvement when Risborough finished in 8th position whilst also celebrating its 21st anniversary. In the 1994/95
season, they were promoted to the newly formed Senior Division, after finishing 4th under the management of Frank Carter
and they consolidated with a mid-table position in the next season. In the mid-90s, Bob Rayner became manager for the first
time and saw the establishment of a sound youth policy with an Under 18's team in the WWycombe 8 South Bucks Youth League.
After a reasonably successful spell, in which the club reached the semi-final of the Senior Division Cup and the quarter final of
the Berks & Buchks Senior Trophy, Bob was offered the job of Brackley Town manager in the Southern league and took the
opportunity to test himself at a higher level.

After Bob left at the start of the 1998/93 season, former assistant Jon Franklin took over as manager and maintained a
consistent level of football at the club. After Jon's' departure, the club began to struggle and were eventually relegated to
Division Two.

In 2005, chairman Richard Woodward persuaded Bob Rayner to return to the club following his departure from Thame United.
Finishing fourth in his first two seasons back and just missing out on the runners up spotin the final game in the second
season, Bob has had to rebuild his side from the Rangers junior ranks. He has patiently waited for his young side to blossom and
the patience began to pay off in the 2010/11 season when Rangers achieved a fifth-place finish and reached the semi-final of
the Challenge Trophy, losing 2-0to the eventual winner and Premier Division champions, Chalfont St Peter. On route to the
semi-final, Rangers beat four teams from divisions above them including division one champions Berkhamsted Town.

The 2011/12 season was Risborough's best season of late with a late charge securing runners up spot in the league, and a first
cup final reached in over 20 years, losing the Anagram Records Trophy final 1-0 to Baldock Town of the Hertfordshire County
Senior League. The next season brought two good cup runs.

Risborough's progress in the Anagram Record's Trophy was halted in the Semi Final by Baldock Town. The rematch of the
previous season’s final ended up with the same score line as Baldock went on to defend the trophy. A second cup final in two
years was achieved via the Division 2 cup, although the prospect of lifting the cup once again alluded Rangers, this time losing 2
nil to Aston Clinton. A league finish of fourth was achieved, and with the hard work off the pitch, including securing the funding
for floodlights which were erected in time for the 2012/13 season.

In 2016 Risborough finally won some silverware, after several near misses over the last few years. The Berks & Buchs
Intermediate Cup was claimed after a 2-1 AET win over United Counties League Olney Town. 2016/17 season saw Bob Rayner
retire and his son Jamie take charge saw the club finish in a creditable 6th position and reach the semi-finals of the Berks &
Buchks Intermediate Cup before losing on penalties to eventual winners Woodley United. The 2017/8 season started with some
promise but sadly this didn’t last with the club finishing in 8th place, the highlight of the campaign, however, was a run in the
Challenge Trophy which included victories over Premier Division sides Leighton Town, Oxhey Jets, Edgware Town and London
Colney, but alas were beaten 3-1 in the Final by fellow Division One side Broadfields United at Colney Heath.

In October 2018 then current manager Jamie Rayner decided to step down from his position because of work commitments.
The Club advertised the position and after a healthy response, the Board appointed the former Hemel Hempstead Town,
Arlesey Town, Leighton Town Aylesbury United, Aylesbury FC boss Mark Eaton as their new man. When Eaton took over the
club were 19th in Division One and a massive negative goal difference but come the end of the season Rangers finished in 7th
spot with a positive goal difference as the season was turn on it's head. The season ended though with some silverware when
London Lions were defeated 2-0in the final of the Spartan South Midlands League Division One Cup, which was played at
Leverstock Green.

Because of the ongoing re-construction of the non-league system the club made a lateral movement to the Hellenic League
Division One East from the Spartan for the start of the 2019/20 season. The 2019/20 season saw Rangers unbeaten and top the
league by 12 points with a game in hand over 2nd place Abingdon United after playing 23 games out of the full 32. The COVID
pandemic put an end to any hopes of promotion to step 5 for the first time in the club’s history however as the season was
officially voided. However, in 2021 the club were promoted to the Premier Division of the Spartan South Midlands League
based on their results in the abandoned 2012-20 and 2020-21 seasons.

Season 2021/22 saw the club promoted to the Premier Division of the Spartan South Midlands Football League by the FA based
on their results in the abandoned 2015-20 and 2020-21 seasons. Overall it vwwas a very strong debut season at Step 5 with the
Club never being outside the top two from the start of October. In a exciting two horse race with New Salamis which
culminated in a last day shootout at the B.E.P. Stadium between the teams. New Salamis won the game 2-0 to become
Champions and Rangers had to settle for second place, 10 points clear of 3rd placed Hadley. Further disappointment was to
follow with the Ground Grading which the Club failed with Hadley taking Rangers place at Step 4.

Season 2022/23 was a season of two halves, early exits from all cup competitions and mediocre league form meant the club
was languishing in mid-table but following a lengthy period of inactivity due to the inclement weather, Rangers were able to
reset and go again. This meant that the team were to go on a strong second half of the seasan which resulted in 3rd position,
three points behind 2nd place Stotfold.

Season 2023/24 will see the club laterally move to the Cherry Red Records Combined Counties League Premier Division North.




N O The research &
support charity
At our home Combined Counties League Premier North match against Berks County FC on

Saturday 30" November, Virginia Water FC will be proudly supporting a valuable research and
support charity - Breast Cancer Now.

In aid of the charity's Wear It Pink campaign, the Waters have been granted permission to
wear unique, one-off jerseys which are available to purchase, with all proceeds being donated
to Breast Cancer Now.

On the day of the game, we will also have collection boxes at the turnstiles as well as publicity
material highlighting Breast Cancer Now's fantastic work in trying to change the lives of people
affected by breast cancer, by combining the power of research and support. Did you know
every 10 minutes, someone hears the words "you have breast cancer"?

Full details on Breast Cancer Now can be found here - We're Breast Cancer Now | Breast
Cancer Now

Through our game-worn shirt sales and matchday collections, we aim to raise around £1,000
to donate to this year's Wear It Pink campaign.

THE WATERS 3 - ] THE WATERS
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Numbers 1 through to 18 are available to buy at only £50 each (with 1 and 13 being the goalie
jerseys).

To reserve your shirt, please email chairman@vwfc.co.uk or speak to Stuart at the turnstiles at
an upcoming match. Payment can be made by cash or card at the turnstiles.



NAME: Chris Ellis

POSITION: Centre Back
NICKNRAME: Ellis

FUN FACT ABOUT YOURSELF:

I ran for England when | was 16/17 in the
100 metres

What is your day job?
Senior Operations Manager

Best player you’ve played with?
Andy King - of Leicester City and
Wales

Previous clubs played for?
There’s too many to list!

What 3 words would describe your
football playing style?
Throw - kick - head

What's been your best football moment to date?
Winning the FA Vase

Matt Jones is buying the drinks, what are you having?
Guinness and black please!

If you were stuck on a desert island, what 3 things would you have to have (no
mobiles!)?
TV, sofa and a duvet!

The team get a last minute penalty, who are you trusting to take it?
JD [Jamie Di Guiseppel]

What's the best food you've ever had?
In Indiq, street food chicken tikka wraps are unrivalled!

Being honest... what's your keepy up record?
I’m too old to do keepy ups!!

IN PROFILE



Good afternoon and a warm welcome to
today’s match officials and everyone
associated with Risborough Rangers FC.

It’s been a tough few weeks since we were
last at home, including our loss against

FROM THE BOSS

Reading City. As a management
team we have sat down and had
open and honest conversations,
and are fully committed to
turning things around. It’s part
of managing emotions and the
highs and lows of football.
Sometimes we get sky high and
sometimes the lows are too low,
and we have to get the right
balance. On the positive side,
you have also seen this league is relentless and everyone is capable of
beating everyone.

Away to Amersham was a tough night and going down to 10 men
really hurt us but they also were beaten by Milton United during the
week, who we beat at the weekend. Football is a funny old game!

Last Saturday away at Milton was more like what are about; We
managed the injury early on very well. Mark Bitmead took his penalty
well and it was a very spirited performance, which was what we
asked for. A lot of character was shown and, don’t get me wrong, it
wasn’t pretty at times, but it didn’t need to be. A clean sheet and a 1-0
win away from home gives us something to build on.

Today’s game will be another tough one, as no game is ever easy
against Risborough. They are in the process of a rebuild with a new
management team and I’m sure they will be one team that will make
a late surge for a playoff place.

Let’s build on last week and get behind the boys to try and improve
our home record.

UP THE WATERS!!

Adam



Sponsorship Opportunities

Adult team sponsorship (30 players)

15t Team kit sponsorship, your name and logo on back or chest of kit - £2000

All Senior teams Warm up tops, your name and logo on back or chest - £2000
Youth section sponsorship (>110 players)

Youth Team Kit sponsorship, your name and logo on back or chest of kit - £500
Youth Team Kit and Tracksuit sponsorship, your name and logo on back or chest of
kit- £900

Youth Section training jackets sponsorship (12 Teams every player will get a jacket
with your company name on the back) - £2000

Various availability for 24/25 seasons depending on team
requirements - please enquire with the club for specific team
contacts

Pitch-side banners

Z2m x 600cm Banner pitch side at the Timbers - £500
Web banners

Your company banner on the Virginia Water FC website (1000 hits per month) -
£500

Matchday programme

Printed and online for 1t team for all home games
Quarter page advertisement £250 for a season
Half Page advertisement £500 for a season

Full Page advertisement £800 for a season

With all of the above sponsorship your company will be added to

our social media activities

Chairman: Dave McBride
chairman@vwfc.co.uk

Director of Football: Ceri Jones
director.football@vwifc.co.uk
Treasurer: Ceri Jones

treasurer@vwic.co.uk

Secretary: Russell Croome
secretary@vwfc.co.uk

Club Address: First Team Playing Address:
The Timbers Arbour Park

Crown Road Stoke Road

Virginia Water Slough

Surrey Berkshire

GU24 4HS SL2 5AY

To enquire about advertising in the programme, or club sponsorship,



6 DEGREES OF SEPARRATION

Inspired by our friends over at Horsham FC, who have this feature in their programme, we thought
we’d give it a go! Six degrees of separation is the idea that all people are six or fewer social
connections away from each other. As a result, a chain of "friend of a friend" statements can be made
to connect any two people in a maximum of six steps. The rule is that the two connecting people have
to know each other. It’s not enough for them to just link — for example, two people supporting the
same football team.

So... Defender Chris Ellis is also today’s subject for this feature! Chris has arguably the longest throw-
in we’ve ever seen, so we will try to link him to everyone’s favourite and best-known long throw
merchant, Rory Delap!

e
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\’/;’ .;I 'E Chris says in his
Y - B profile, that the best

ing.co,
01483 222562

player he has played
with is Andy King
Andy King, Premier League
winner with Leicester,
counts Robert Huth as one
of his teammates, having
played 55 times together

Triple Premier League winner,
Robert Huth couldn’t believe
his luck when he got his third
title with Leicester. But before
then he spent four seasons at

Stoke City with... 0

Long throw specialist, not
forgetting he wasn’t too bad
a footballer, Rory Delap!

’ '

We are thinking that 4
steps must be a new
personal record! So

here’s Chris again in all

his glory




YOUTHUPDRATE

Halloween Spooktacular!

On Saturday 26™ October, the Wildcats celebrated Halloween early by dressing up in
Halloween costumes and having the best time playing games such as "pick up the
pumpkin", "Zombie Tag" and "Pirates of the Caribbean"!

Ably assisted by the ghoulish volunteers from Royal Holloway University of London,
they all had a great time, and were rewarded for their efforts by taking home a trick or
treat bag of pure sugar gifts, plus to top up the sugar rush, a Halloween Muffin!

Wildcats runs every Saturday morning, between 9.30am and 10.30am at the Timbers,
and all girls are welcome irrespective of football experience.




Recent Results Fixtures Today

05/11/24 FAV  Bedfont Sports v Jersey Bulls

PDN  Ardley United 1-0 Reading City FAV  AFC Whyteleafe v Harefield United
MSC Bedfont Sports 2-0 Barnet PDN  Berks County v Edgware & Kingsbury
MSC Hanworth Villa 1-1 North Greenford United (Pens 3-5) PDN  Broadfields United v Ardley United
PDN  Milton United 4-1 Amersham Town FAV ~ Burnham v Cobham

FAV ~ Downton v Milton United

FAV  Egham Town v Haywards Heath Town
FAV  Epsom & Ewell v North Greenford United
PDN  Holyport v Wallingford & Crowmarsh
PDN Virginia Water v Risborough Rangers

PDN Wembley v Reading City
FAV  Windsor & Eton v Hilltop
PDN  Wokingham Town v Amersham Town
Pos Team P w D L GD
1 Egham Town 17 10 5 2 34 35
2 North Greenford United 17 10 2 5 19 32
3 Amersham Town 15 9 3 3 17 30
4 Holyport 15 8 5 2 12 29
5 Bedfont Sports 14 7 3 4 18 24
6 Hilltop 18 7 2 9 L5 23
7 Milton United 15 6 4 5 0 22
8 Ardley United 16 7 1 8 -4 22
9 Virginia Water 16 6 4 6 -4 22
10 Burnham 115] 6 8 4 9 21
11 Harefield United 12 6 1 5 1 19
12 British Airways 12 3 4 3 L 19
13 Wallingford & Crowmarsh 14 5 2 7 -4 17
14 Wokingham Town 14 5 1 8 -7 16
15 Wembley 14 5 1 8 -12 16
16 Risborough Rangers 14 2 8 4 -3 14
17 Reading City 12 4 2 6 -8 14
18 Berks County 15 4 2 9 -18 14
19 Broadfields United 14 2 4 8 -16 10
20 Edgware & Kingsbury 13 2 1 10 -22 7

Team Form: LLDLLW

Top Scorers (all comps)

15/10/24 H vs Knaphill L 0-4 Turnell Sinclair 8
19/10/24 A vs Whitstable L1-0 Mark Bitmead 7
23/10/24 A vs Burnham D 2-2 Jack Mills 3
26/10/24 H vs Reading City L 1-4 Cal Hamilton 3
29/10/24 A vs Amersham L 6-0 Jamie Di Guiseppe 2
02/11/24 A vs Milton United W 0-1 Albie Nolan-French 2

Adrin Tajik 2
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THE TEAMS

Virginia Water FC

. C 1= N
Kit: Manager: Adam Sams m =5 .
Maroon Shirts Assistant Manager: Ben Warren oororu;.dmm )
Maroon Shorts & Socks Coaches: Dave Atkins, Brad Jones AL
GK: Turquoise Physio: Elisha Timms
Squad:

Joshua Andrew | Daniel Bailey | Mark Bitmead | Billy Blake | Ryan Blake | Sam Blakebrough | Andrio
Brandao | Guy Davies | Jamie Di Giuseppe | Chris Ellis | Finn Evered | Lewis Flatman | James Goodey | Cal
Hamilton | Ashley Hitchinson | Guy Hollis | Matthew Jones (gk) | Harrison Marquez | Sean McGuinness |
Pierce McNamara | Jack Mills © | Albie Nolan-French | Ryan North | Alex Paine | Saaim Rafi | Jack
Simmons | Freddie Solly | Adrin Tajik | George Tims | Thomas Whitby | Samuel Yabani

=3

Risborough Rangers FC

Kit: Manager: Mark Jones

White Shirts Assistant Manager: Daniel Jones
Black Shorts & Socks Coaches: Ben Sturgess, Jack Sillitoe
GK: Yellow Physio: Steve Tavender

Squad:

David Saunders (gk) | Declan Jackson (gk) | Joe Fitzgerald | Curtis Chapple | George Caille | Ramao Bekir
| Princewill Madu | Alfie Corrick | Kyron Webb | Joe Smart | Jamie Robinson | Scott Walsh | Ben Sturgess
© | Lewis Cole | Kian Duggan | Abdullah Jallel | Daniel Jones | Hayden McConnell | Kulne Otudoke | Lewis
Toomey | Louis Fountain | Josh Keane Quinlivan | Kwesi Ntim

Match Officials

Referee: Ahmad Rafique
Assistant Referee: Harjit Samra All photos courtesy of Marcus Rashid
Assistant Referee: Anjom Mirza



